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Many people may remember the quilt project com-
pleted in 1993.  I’m not sure if people new to the 
area, or even those who were not able to partici-
pate, will remember the story but I thought on the 
20th anniversary of the quilt's debut and to cele-
brate its return to the Randolph Town Hall, I would 
try to tell the  story. 

During the fall of 1992, my mom & I talked about 
preserving small town history.  I grew up in a small 
community in Massachusetts and my mom passed 
on a love of history.  She retired a few years earlier 
from her position as a home economics teacher in 
my home town and had begun quilting, often teach-
ing it in adult education classes and just generally 
loving her new hobby.  We started talking about 
how neat it would be to have families connected to 
Randolph make squares to tell a story of their love 
for the town and the area, and display those 
squares in a quilt that would hang in a public place 
like the town hall.  The squares could be completed 
any way individuals wanted and felt comfortable 
with; quilted, appliqué, needlepoint, embroidery, 
markers, whatever would hold up.  The square 
might represent an individual, a family, a piece of 
Randolph history, anything that made Randolph 
special to that person. 

Mom was a great organizer and quite an artist in 
her own right.  She developed a general plan to get 

the word out and a practical plan for the size, col-
ors, etc.  As I asked around there seemed to be a 
fair amount of interest.  When I spoke with Ada 
Jones, she became very excited and even solved 
the funding issue by having the Home Dem Club 
pay for the materials and for the mailing to anyone 
who requested a square.  She and I agreed to work 
together to execute the mailings and collect the fin-
ished squares.  Ada wrote a notice for the Decem-
ber, 1992, Mountain View explaining the project 
and giving information about how to obtain the 
squares.  She gave a deadline of April 30th for the 
squares in order to have the hanging finished for 
the town celebration in August of 1993.  Mean-
while, Mom obtained the fabric and cut it to be fin-
ished for 12 inch squares. 

Requests poured in and eventually the finished 
squares followed.  It was wonderful to see what 
families sent.  Mom found material to border each 
square and bind the entire quilt.  By early summer 
we had 45 squares.  We decided to have an old 
fashioned quilting session at the town hall where 
many hands made light work.  Several very tal-
ented sewers came with their machines and the 
group decided on a layout (15 squares by 3 
squares), plotted the actual pattern of squares, ap-
plied a border to each square, sewed them all  

See “Quilt”, page 4 …. 

Quilt Returns to Town Hall 
by Barbara Arnold 

B. Arnold photo 



Meeting notices, inquiries, comments, and ideas are welcomed and encouraged.  Please 
send materials for the Mountain View  to Diana Aube, Nekal Lane, Randolph, NH 03593 or 
daube@ne.rr.com by the 15th of the month preceding publication (publication is quarterly: 
September, December, April & June).  The Randolph Weekly is published weekly in July & 
August.  Send notices by Tuesday of each week to Gail Scott at 603-466-5498 (call or FAX); 
or mscott1@ne.rr.com; or PO Box 160, Gorham, NH 03581.  The  Blizzard is published the 
first of each month except July and August.  Please send all notices for the Blizzard to Laura 
Brockett, 603-466-2034; lbrockett@gmail.com or 11 Randolph Hill Road, Randolph, NH 
03593. Blizzard  materials by the 24th of the preceding month.  If you are not receiving the 
Blizzard and wish to, please let Laura know.  A grant from the Randolph Foundation makes 
all these publications possible. 
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Community Calendar 
(NOTE: For recurring meeting schedules 

see “Town Directory” on the left) 

  Town Hall 

April 22-26 GRSC School  
      Vacation 
 
May 27 Memorial Day, 
   observed, No School 
 
June 7  GRSC School  
    Graduation 
 
June 12 Last scheduled day 
  of school at GRSC 

 
July 3  Bill Minifie in Concert
    Randolph Town Hall 
 
July 17  The Berlin Jazz 
    Concert and Picnic
    Randolph Municipal 
    Building 
 
July 20  Randolph Library 
    Book, Bake and 
    Craft Sale 
 
July 23  Music in My Pockets, 
    Family Fun and Folk 
    Music 
 
Watch the Blizzard and Randolph 
Weekly for further events, dates, 
and times  
 

Building Permits 
REMINDER 
Randolph property owners are 
responsible for ensuring that they or 
their builders receive any necessary 
permits before beginning any 
construction.  Building permits must be 
approved by the Selectmen.  The 
Selectmen need time to review all 
permits, so please remember to submit 
them early enough to allow that 
process. 
 

 
 

Town Directory 

AMBULANCE  911  

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT (Chair, Ted Wier)                     466-3970  

             meets at 7 PM the 3rd Thursday of the month. 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN (Chair, Ken Lee)                                                               466-2392                                           

               Secretary, Rodney Hayes; Treasurer Connie Chaffee 
 Meets at 7 p.m. at Town Hall every other Monday, call for schedule.           466-5771 

BUILDING PERMITS. See Board of Selectmen 

CEMETERY TRUSTEES Jim Baldwin, Suzanne Santos & Steve Hartman 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION (Chair, Jim Meiklejohn)      466-3818 

DOG LICENSES  See Town Clerk.  Obtain or renew by the end of April. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT - ALL ALARMS - CALL 911;   Randolph Chief, Dana Horne     

FOREST FIRE WARDEN (Rebecca Boothman)  Call for Burning Permits    466-2332 

GRS COOPERATIVE SCHOOL BOARD  Meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 3rd Tuesday of the 

              month; location alternates between the 3 towns.  Contact the SAU Office    466-3632 

LIBRARY trustees meet the 3rd Mon. of each month; Librarian, Yvonne Jenkins    466-5408 

 Open Mon. 10  – noon; Wed. 3 -8 p.m., Thur. 3-8 p.m.; Sat. 10 –noon;   

LIFELINE  (Jean Malick)          466-2547 

PLANNING BOARD (Chair, John Scarinza)                 466-5775 

 Meets at 7 p.m. at the Town Hall on the first Thursday of the month. 

PLATFORM TENNIS ASSOC. (President, Craig Malick)      466-2547 

POLICE (Randolph Chief, Alan Lowe)        466-3950 

RANDOLPH CHURCH (Moderator William May)         

 Sunday morning services July & August (10:30 a.m.). 

RANDOLPH COLLOQUY  (Julie Barrow)         

RANDOLPH COMMUNITY FOREST COMMISSION (chair, John Scarinza)             466-5775 

 Meets at 7 p.m. at the Town Hall on the 1st  Wednesday  

RANDOLPH FOUNDATION (President, Cathy McDowell)      466-5105 

RANDOLPH LIFE SQUAD — Call 911 in an emergency 

 Co-Directors Bill & Barbara Arnold         466-2438 

RANDOLPH MOUNTAIN CLUB (President, Michelle Cormier)                          466-5841 

ROAD AGENT (Mike Gray)         586-7840  

SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST  

 Denise Demers, Michael Sewick & Angela Chakalis-Pfeffer 

TAX COLLECTOR (Scott Robinson) by appointment; call the Town Hall                  466-9856 

TOWN CLERK (Anne Kenison)          466-2606 

 Town Hall hours: Mondays 9 - 11 a.m. ; Wednesdays 7 - 9 p.m. 

TOWN HALL (Secretary, Rodney Hayes) Mon. - Fri.; 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.        466-5771 

TRASH COLLECTION  Must be at roadside by 7 a.m. 

 Trash - every Tuesday; Recycling, sorted & bagged - 1st Saturday of every month. 

TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUND             Judy Kenison, Michelle Cormier, Michael Sewick 

Town Directory 

AMBULANCE  911  

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT (Chair, Paul Cormier)                     466-5841  

             meets at 7 PM the 3rd Thursday of the month. 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN (Chair, Ted Wier)                                                              466-3970                                           

               Treasurer, Angela Brown;  Meet at 7 p.m. at Town Hall 2nd & 4th Mon.     466-5771 

BUILDING PERMITS. See Board of Selectmen 

CEMETERY TRUSTEES Suzanne Santos, Steve Hartman, & Karen Eitel 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION (Chair, Bruce Kirmmse )      466-5777 

DOG LICENSES  See Town Clerk.  Obtain or renew by the end of April. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT - ALL ALARMS - CALL 911;    

 Randolph Chief, Dana Horne     

FOREST FIRE WARDEN (Rebecca Boothman)  Call for Burning Permits    466-2332 

GRS COOPERATIVE SCHOOL BOARD Contact the SAU Office     466-3632

 Meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 3rd Tuesday of the month; location  

 alternates between the 3 towns.  

LIBRARY Trustees meet the 3rd Mon. of each month; Chair, Jean Malick,               466-5408 

 Librarian,  Yvonne Jenkins, Open Mon. 10  – noon; Wed. 3 -8 p.m.,  

 Thur. 3-8 p.m.; Sat. 10 –noon 

LIFELINE  (Heather Wiley)          466-5179 

PLANNING BOARD (Chair, John Scarinza)                 466-5775 

 Meets at 7 p.m. at the Town Hall on the first Thursday of the month. 

POLICE (Randolph Chief, Alan Lowe)        466-3950 

RANDOLPH CHURCH (Moderator Edgar Adams)         

 Sunday morning services July & August (10:30 a.m.). 

RANDOLPH COMMUNITY FOREST COMMISSION (chair, John Scarinza)             466-5775 

 Meets at 7 p.m. at the Town Hall on the 1st  Wednesday  

RANDOLPH FOUNDATION (President, Keith Dempster)       

RANDOLPH LIFE SQUAD — Call 911 in an emergency 

 Co-Directors Bill & Barbara Arnold         466-2438 

RANDOLPH MOUNTAIN CLUB (President, John Scarinza)                          466-5775 

ROAD AGENT (Kevin Rousseau)         466-5185 

SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST  

 Denise Demers, Michael Sewick & Angela Chakalis-Pfeffer 

TAX COLLECTOR (Anne Kenison) by appointment; call the Town Hall                    466-5771 

TOWN CLERK (Anne Kenison)          466-2606 

 Town Hall hours: Mondays 9 - 11 a.m. ; Wednesdays 7 - 9 p.m. 

TOWN HALL  hours are in flux, call before going.              466-5771 

TRASH COLLECTION  Must be at roadside by 7 a.m. 

 Trash - every Tuesday; Recycling, sorted & bagged - 1st Saturday of every month. 

TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUND             Judy Kenison, Michael Sewick, M. Lark Andreas 
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Randolph's Jamie Horton Plays a Role in Academy Award Nominated movie.... 
“Lincoln” 

By Bonnie Barber  

When associate professor of theater Jamie Horton 
appeared on stage in the Dartmouth Department of 
Theater’s production of “Eurydice” in Feb. 2011, he 
never imagined that it would lead to a role in Ste-
ven Spielberg’s latest film, “Lincoln.” But after a 
friend of “Eurydice” co-star Genevieve Adams, then 
a Dartmouth senior, saw Horton in the play, he en-
couraged him to submit an audition tape.  

Eight months later, Horton was playing the role of 
U.S. Rep. Giles Stuart, D-N.Y., in a cast that in-
cludes Oscar-winning actors Daniel Day-Lewis, 
Sally Field, and Tommy Lee Jones. 

“A Dartmouth theater production is not the typical 
place that you get a role like this,” says Horton. 
“But Steven Spielberg brought together actors from 
all over the country for this picture, many of them 
experienced actors in my age range from regional 
theater.”  

Horton was a principal actor and director with the 
Tony Award-winning Denver Center Theatre Com-
pany for more than 20 years before he began 
teaching at Dartmouth in 2006. “And while I play a 
very small part in the film, it was great to be a small 
cog in this beautiful piece of work.” 

Horton made the movie in the fall of 2011, one of a 
cast of hundreds in Richmond, Va., where part of 
the movie was filmed in the state capitol building 
and on elaborate period sets constructed inside a 
former pinball machine factory. 

As a New York congressman who is bribed to help 
ensure passage of the 13th amendment abolishing 
slavery, Horton shared a scene with actors James 
Spader and Tim Blake Nelson. He was also one of 
the many actors present for the historic debate in 
the House of Representatives chamber in which 
Jones, as Republican U.S. Rep. Thaddeus Stevens 
of Pennsylvania — a member of Dartmouth’s Class 
of 1814) — makes the case for the 13th amend-
ment. “I’m a big fan of Tommy Lee Jones, so to 
watch an actor of that stature up close was a thrill 
for me, for everyone in that chamber,” says Horton, 
who can be glimpsed in the film’s trailer. “His acting 
work, as well as the acting of the whole cast, is 
really strong. I didn’t get a chance to work with 
Daniel Day-Lewis, but he gives a towering perform-
ance (as President Lincoln). It was a remarkable 
group of people, some of the best people in our 

business.” 

Horton says he will continue pursuing major motion 
picture film work from Hanover, and also intends to 
collaborate on local independent films with some of 
his colleagues in Dartmouth’s Film and Media 
Studies program and others in the area. During 
winter break, he planned to finish a screenplay, 
and in January began prepping for the theater de-
partment play he directed in February, “The Liar.” 

 “To see it all come together on the screen, to see 
the fruits of that labor, especially Steven Spiel-
berg’s directing work and all the work of these 
fabulous actors, is fantastic,” says Horton who 
drove to Boston to watch the film for the first time. 
“As an actor and as an American, it was an amaz-
ing experience to work on this epic movie, and it’s 
one that I will treasure.” 

 

Editor's Note: Jamie Horton is currently an active board 
member for the Randolph Foundation. The movie Lin-
coln was nominated for and won many awards including 
Oscars for  Best Achievement in Production Design and 
Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role 
(Daniele Day-Lewis).  This article first appeared in the 
“Dartmouth Now” blog  in November and is re-printed 
with permission of the author, thanks to reporter Edith 
Tucker. 

Dartmouth College Professor Jamie Horton plays 
U.S. Congressman Giles Stuart, D-N.Y., in Steven 
Spielberg’s latest film “Lincoln.”  Photo by Bonnie 
Barber 

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~theater/people/horton.html
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~theater/
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~theater/
http://hop.dartmouth.edu/performances/dartmouth-theater-department-2
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together, attached the binding, and then hand fin-
ished the binding.   Whew!  It was a very full day 
and even ran over, but the job was done.  Very 
beautiful square dowels were made, I think by 
Larry Jenkins.  Tabs were applied to the quilt & up 
it went in plenty of time for the Randolph Celebra-
tion that took place the first weekend of August, 
1993.  We even had nine more squares come in 
after the deadline which were put together later in a 
small wall hanging.  The final larger quilt measured 
approximately 20 feet by 31/2 feet, the smaller quilt 
measured almost four feet by four feet. 

Fast forward to the Randolph Town Hall renova-
tions, when all that was in the town hall was re-
moved and stored, including the quilts.  The quilt 
was stored all these years in the Randolph Munici-
pal Building, wrapped in old drapes for protection. 

Recently, I began thinking of the quilt and wonder-
ing how to get it returned to its original home.  
Nancy Penny and Yvonne Jenkins were pondering 
the same issue.  After checking with selectmen, the 
quilt was returned to the town hall, re-hung using a 
better system allowing the quilts to come down 
when  there is a need for the space and go back up 
again with ease.  It looks wonderful back in the 
town hall and many people have contacted me and 
others about how good it is to have it back where it 
belongs.  Who knows, maybe we should think of 
opening the project up again to offer Randolph’s 
newer residents a chance to tell what Randolph 
means to them?  

Smaller section of the Randolph Quilt.  B. Arnold photo. 

 

At the request of the State of NH-DMV 
Please present your 

 
PHOTO I.D. 

For all 
MOTOR VEHICLE TRANSACTIONS 

 
Thank you for your cooperation. Together 
we can help prevent Insurance and Regis-

tration Fraud by consistently complying 
with the state of NH requests. 

Summer 2013 Reading  
with Julia Barrow 

 

During the past winter I spent a great deal of time 
sorting gift books to the Worcester Public Library 
and have come across two titles that should be 
interesting for us to discuss this summer. 

The title for July:   The Measure of a Man: a spiri-
tual autobiography,  by Sidney Poitier.   Papere-
back, 2000. 

The title for August:  Snow Country, by  Yasunari 
Kawabata.  paperback edition, 1996. Japanese 
author Kawabata won the Nobel Prize for  Litera-
ture in 1968. 

Meeting dates and times will be announced this 
summer in The Mountain View, The Weekly and 
at the Randolph Public Library. 
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Friends of the Randolph Library 
 

The Friends of the Randolph Library had their winter meeting 
in early January and discussed current and upcoming events 
for the year. At present the library is hosting literary programs 
by Jim Hunt and Ingrid Graff. 

On March 16th  the community enjoyed a pot-luck - supper and  
sing-along to the well-known motion picture, “Singing In the 
Rain".  Good food and great entertainment was enjoyed by all 
age groups. 

The following programs are scheduled: 

July 3rd      The Bill Minifie Concert 

July 17th      The Berlin Jazz Concert and Picnic  
   (tentative) 

July 20th          The Randolph Library Book and Bake and 
   Craft Sale 

July 23rd       Jeff Warner “Music in My Pockets –  
  Family Fun and Folk  Music” 

October 26th   

 Robin DeRosa “Witches, Pop Culture and the 
 Past” (harvest pot-luck supper)   

Jeff Warner and Robin DeRosa have been booked as 
part of the Humanities to Go program sponsored by 
the NH Humanities Council.  

The Friends  are looking for volunteers to help coordinate 
these programs.  

Anyone with further ideas for programs they are willing to co-
ordinate, should  contact Lynn Hunt or Ingrid Graff. 

Lynn Hunt, Isabella Hartman, and John 
Miccuci  sing along  at the movie and pot luck 
supper sponsored by "Friends of the 
Randolph Library"  

Editih Tucker and Dwight Bradley enjoy con-
versation at the March pot luck supper and 
movie.  

RMC Notice 

The Randolph Mountain Club is seeking 

photos of Crag Camp, Kelton Crag, and 

White Cliff, from the 70's or earlier show-

ing the views and the open area around 

Crag for the purpose of possible view im-

provement by the RMC.  Photos will be 

copied and returned if desired.  Please 

contact RMC trails chair, Mike Micucci at 

466 -2824 or mjmicucci@gmail.com. 
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Randolph’s Autumn Brown Represented 
North Country in Derry, NH 

During Presidents' Day weekend, Autumn Brown, the cur-
rent Miss Berlin-Gorham's Outstanding Teen and daugh-
ter of Charles & Angela Brown, represented the North 
Country at the Miss New Hampshire's Outstanding Teen 
Competition in Derry, NH. 

Throughout  the three days of competition, Autumn par-
ticipated in an eight - minute private interview, learned 
four different dance routines, and made many new friends 
from around the state.  She performed her monologue 
from Neil Simon's Star-Spangled Girl in front of an audi-
ence of nearly 100 people at the Pinkerton Academy's 
Stockbridge Theater. 

On the final night of the competition, Eileen Kelley, Miss 
New Hampshire's Outstanding Teen 2012 and also of 
Randolph, handed her crown to a deserving young lady 
from Franklin, NH.  Autumn says she is excited to partici-
pate again next year, and is trying hard to convince her 
friend Danielle to do it with her! 

Clarification of Questions Expressed During Town Meeting Regarding Town  
Cemeteries 

  

During the March, Town Meeting, questions arose regarding  the town cemeteries (Durand Road and Randolph 
Hill).   We are sorry that we were not present to answer those questions on the floor, but we would like to try to 
clarify those questions, if we can, in this publication. 

 The questions at the Town Meeting were:  

 What is the meaning of the name Old/New Cemetery? 

Old/New Cemetery Trust name refers to the expansion of upper part of the Durand Road Cemetery - this is a 
Common Trust Fund for Durand Road Cemetery only.  The "New" would lead you to believe that the trust has 
something to do with the Randolph Hill Cemetery, which it does not.  

What is the name for the Randolph Hill Cemetery? 

A previous article in the Mt View did refer to the Randolph Hill Cemetery as the Mt. View Cemetery.  We, the 
Cemetery Trustees, were in fact thinking of a name change to “Mt View Cemetery”, however, New Hampshire 
State Law would require extensive discussions with town members, a warrant article to that fact, as well as a war-
rant article to change account names for the Randolph Hill Cemetery Trusts.  If there is a desire to change the 
historical Randolph Hill Cemetery name please let us know so that we can review for possible further action.   

Again, all members of the Cemetery Trustees are available for questions and suggestions you may have to im-
prove our town cemeteries. 

Randolph Cemetery Trustees 

Steve Hartman (Chair) 466-2244 

Suzie Santos 466-3950 

Karen Eitel 466-5074 
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Don’t pass up Tax Credits and Exemptions! 
Submitted by Randolph Selectmen 

 

Towns in New Hampshire have been given the right by State Statute to grant credits and exemptions on real es-
tate in their municipalities.  Some are mandated by law and others are optional.  They include veterans and dis-
abled credits (a specified amount subtracted from the tax bill) and exemptions for elderly, blind, disabled, deaf, 
solar, wind and wood heating (an amount subtracted from the assessed value of the property.)  Randolph is no 
exception to this.  We offer credits for veterans and exemptions for the elderly, blind, wind, wood heating and so-
lar systems. 
 
Anyone may apply, but not all will qualify.  The purpose of this article is to inform the taxpayers of available cred-
its and exemptions.  Every applicant needs to provide information requested by the Selectmen which will be re-
viewed to assure eligibility.  If you qualify, we will assist you to take advantage of the benefit.  The state requires 
that we review our credits and exemptions at least once every 5 years (some information may need annual re-
view) and in that process, we will be contacting taxpayers with credits and exemptions to be sure their applica-
tions are proper and that they still qualify.  If you think you might qualify the deadline is April 15. 
 
Tax Credits go Right to the Bottom Line 
The veteran’s credit is the most common.  This is a $100 credit right off your tax bill.  To qualify you must be a 
resident and have lived in NH for at least one year.  You must have been honorably discharged and have served 
at least 90 days in a qualifying war or armed conflict.  You need to provide a Dept of Defense form as evidence of 
service, such as DD 214 or equivalent document. 
 
Disabled veterans and surviving spouses of veterans are also eligible for credits.  A surviving spouse shall be the 
spouse of any serviceperson killed or who has died while on active duty.  Check with the selectmen’s office for 
requirements. 
 
Exemptions:  Reduce tax on Less Valuation 
Elderly exemptions are available on a sliding scale based on age, income and assets.  To qualify for the elderly 
exemption, you must be at least 65, own your home and be a resident of NH for 3 consecutive prior years.  Your 
income can be no more than $13,400 for a single person or $20,400 for a married couple, and your total assets 
(excluding your homestead) are limited to $35,000.  These are difficult limits to meet since the income limits in-
clude social security.  A statement of income and assets should be renewed annually. 
 
A disabled exemption has the same income and asset restrictions and you must have been a resident of NH for 
at least 5 years. 
 
Blind exemptions require a certificate issued by the Blind Services Program, Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation 
of the Dept of Education.  The law is very specific about the documentation required.  Please check with the se-
lectmen’s office. 
 
In the interest of promoting energy conservation, the town offers exemptions for wind, wood heating and solar 
systems.  If you have recently installed a solar photo voltaic or solar hot water heating system, you probably qual-
ify.  Many of you may think simply using wood as your primary heat source qualifies you for the wood heat ex-
emption.  This is not true.  RSA 72:70 defines a wood burning appliance designed to operate as a central heating 
system to heat the interior of a building.  The appliance may burn wood or wood/combo and shall include a cen-
tral appliance to distribute heat by a series of pipes, ducts or other similar system.   
 
In the next few weeks, the selectmen will be reviewing current credits and exemptions and writing letters to up-
date or request missing documentation.  We do not want to deny credits and exemptions, but rather assist you to 
get these benefits if you qualify. If you have any questions or you feel you might qualify, please contact the se-
lectmen’s office  
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Introduction to Town Meeting, March 12, 2013 
by David L. Willcox, Town Moderator, Randolph, NH 

On the last Tuesday in May of 1690 a man named 
Richard Edwards came before the Court of Assis-
tants for the Connecticut Colony to ask the tribunal 
to grant him a divorce from his wife of twenty-two 
years, Elizabeth (Tuttle) Edwards. 

Their marriage had had an inauspicious beginning 
when Elizabeth gave birth to an early baby. That 
was not considered particularly scandalous and, af-
ter the usual inquiry, a court recognized Edwards as 
the father. All would have been well except that he 
denied it, claiming another man was responsible and 
forcing his wife to surrender the child’s care and up-
bringing to her parents. Two decades later he would 
drag out the early baby story to paint Elizabeth as a 
loose woman. But he did not follow that up with an 
allegation of adultery, as logic might suggest. In-
stead, he claimed that she had deserted him. Since 
she had not physically left, he came up with a novel 
definition of the term. She had deserted the mar-
riage, he argued, by “obstinately Refusing Conjugal 
Comunion with mee Her Husband.” 

After the rocky start, as Richard admitted in his peti-
tion, the couple had lived together “in som measure 
of Comfort” for “About eight or nine years.” Five chil-
dren appeared at the requisite two year intervals. 
Richard prospered at his trade of copper, with his 
wife’s active participation. He was also beginning to 
make a name for himself as a future leader in the 
Hartford community. This would not have been pos-
sible without a measure of domestic tranquility be-
cause reputations reflected the opinions of the 
neighborhood grapevine.  

If his fellow townspeople were to view him as unable 
to run his household with a firm hand, it would seri-
ously undermine his chances of gaining a position of 
community leadership. That, in addition to a desire 
for domestic comfort, explains Richard’s desperation 
to end the marriage. 

There are, of course, two sides to any divorce. Eliza-
beth’s version is missing. Either she did not defend 
herself, or her testimony has been lost. That there 
was another side is suggested by the fact that the 
Court of Assistants, which had original jurisdiction of 
divorce cases, refused his petition three times over 
the next two years. The facts, as known to 
neighbors, did not support Richard’s story.  

A more likely explanation of the court’s reluctance 

may lie in the probable cause of Elizabeth’s changed 
behavior. 

Two days before the Edwards’ ninth wedding anni-
versary, Elizabeth’s younger brother, Benjamin, mur-
dered their older sister, Sarah, with an axe. 

Benjamin was living with Sarah and her husband. 
Nearly thirty years old and apparently frustrated with 
his inability make something of himself, he resented 
the fact that he had to live with his older sister and 
her successful husband.  On the evening of Novem-
ber 17, 1676, in her husband’s absence, Sarah re-
buked Benjamin for something he said and he 
snapped, storming out the door to return with the 
fatal axe. 

Convicted and sentenced to death, Benjamin was 
housed in the Hartford jail for seven months awaiting 
execution. As the only family member in Hartford, 
Elizabeth undoubtedly spent long hours with her 
brother. She endured the final day, listening to the 
execution sermon and watching Benjamin hang. She 
was a few years younger than Sarah and older than 
Benjamin. As youngsters, the three must have been 
very close. Her state of mind can only be guessed 
at: rage, grief, confusion and, perhaps, a crisis of 
faith producing despair at the prospect of bearing 
children doomed to a Godless future. 

We have heard recently a good deal about Post 
Traumatic Stress Syndrome, or PTSD, as a new 
name for a malady that has existed throughout his-
tory. Usually associated with war, it can strike any-
one at any age. It is a reaction to a terrifying ordeal 
involving physical harm or the threat thereof. The 
harm can be to the person with the disorder or to a 
loved one or it can result from witnessing harm to 
another, even if the person affected is unknown.  

Elizabeth Tuttle lost her two closest siblings as the 
result of a single horrible event. She watched one of 
them die. Elizabeth Tuttle may have been one of the 
earliest Americans to suffer from PTSD. 

In the spring of 1691, Richard renewed his petition 
for divorce. This time he admitted “that the woman 
Hath Been Distracted for many years…” 

That admission apparently resonated with prevailing 
local opinion. Although the Court of Assistants still 
refused his request, Edwards appealed to the Gen-
eral Assembly and in October, 1691, it ruled that 



“[We] doe see reason and doe release him the sayd 
Richard Edwards from his conjugal tye to sayd Eliza-
beth his late wife.” 

Richard quickly remarried, started a new family and 
prospered. When he died in 1718 his son wrote a 
eulogy which skipped over the period of his father’s 
first marriage, referring to it only as a time of “very 
Great and sore tryal.”  His account was widely ac-
cepted as truth and Elizabeth was literally written out 
of the family. 

The entire tragic episode might have ended there, 
mercifully swallowed in the mists of history but for the 
fact that many of Richard and Elizabeth’s descen-
dants turned out to be distinguished citizens, starting 
with their grandson, Jonathan Edwards, a religious 
luminary.  

When, therefore, the eugenics movement emerged in 
the 1920’s preaching the need for selective breeding 
to improve the human race, the illustrious Edwards’ 
family was chosen to illustrate its claim that “blood will 
tell.” 

But then genealogists discovered that the family also 
included some notable rogues and rascals. That awk-
wardness was circumvented when the story of the 
divorce surfaced. Elizabeth was dragged out of ob-
scurity as “the crazy grandmother,” responsible for 
polluting the blood line. The notoriety has stuck to her 
name. 

Writing in the London Spectator, the British essayist, 
Joseph Addison, once quipped; “We are always doing 
something for Posterity, but I would fain see Posterity 
do something for us.” 

If Elizabeth Tuttle could speak to Joseph Addison, I 
suspect that she might say to him: “Be careful what 
you wish for.” 
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Randolph Election Results 
March , 2013 

Submitted by Anne Kenison, Town Clerk 

 

Selectman    Ted Wier 

Treasurer    Angela Brown 

Trustee of Trust Funds  Michael  
          Sewick 

Cemetery Trustee   Karen Eitel 

Board of Adjustment       James Hunt 

Auditor     Wendy Walsh 

Library Trustee              Sandra Wier 

Planning Board       Arlene   
          Eisenberg 

Tax Collector    Anne Kenison 

*All Land-Use Ordinance Amendments warrants 
passed as written. 

 
Randolph School District Election Results 

Randolph Board Member  Bill Demers  

Randolph at Large Member  Bob Ross 

Moderator    Bruce Lary 

Moderator David Wilcox, March, 2013  
Photo: D. Aube  
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From the Archives:  Life at the Ravine House, 1899 
by Judy Hudson 

Florence Peek, 
at age 19, trav-
eled from Chi-
cago with her 79-
year-old grandfa-
ther, pathmaker 
William H. Peek, 
and stayed at the 
Ravine House 
from early Au-
gust through mid
- S e p t e m b e r , 
1899.  A few of 
her letters home 
to her family are 
preserved in the 
family’s records, 
w h i c h  we r e 

made available to 
the RMC by 
Ginny Folsom 
Umiker.  An ex-

tensive photo album is also part of Ginny’s collec-
tion, and the photos here are drawn from that 
source. 

Florence’s letters give a tantalizing glimpse of what 
life was like for an unmarried girl who visited 
Randolph more than a century ago.  She made a 
good friend, Theodora Beckwith, and the two girls 
had a variety of adventures.  But the two girls were 
expected to have male companionship should they 
wish to walk farther than Mossy Glen.  

Hotelier Laban Watson had just created a golf 
course in the field across from the Ravine House 
that provided a new source of entertainment for his 
guests, and most evenings there were home-grown 
entertainments provided by the guests on the impro-
vised stage in the dining room. 

Florence later married Alfred Abbot, and they 
shared a cottage with Florence’s younger sister Ha-
zel. The house, located above the cemetery, was 
built by John Boothman and expanded and winter-
ized in the late 1970s by Hazel’s adopted daughter, 
Peeko Folsom.  The Peek sisters spent their sum-
mers in Randolph for many years; Florence died in 
the late 1960s, and Hazel in 1976. 

Excerpts from Florence Peek’s letters home 

Aug. 6. 1899 

….I'm afraid this place will make me very lazy, for I 
do just what I feel like doing and nothing else.  Eve-
rything is perfectly lovely and this is a perfect day.  I 
am sitting in a hammock in the woods behind the 
house and I can't hear a sound except the wind 
blowing the leaves on the trees and a bird now and 
then.  I have just come back from a walk to "Mossy 
Glen," the very loveliest place I ever saw.  It is part 
of a brook with little water falls and eddies and 
mossy rocks and boulders along the sides, and wild 
looking trees over hanging it now and then.  It was 
so delightfully cool and breezy, I felt as if I could 
have staid there forever. 

… I am having a perfectly fine time.  There are sev-
eral young folks here, or rather a few young folks (7 
or 8) and several older people who act like young 
folks, so it is all the same.  We have lots of fun in 
the evening playing games.  We generally have 
something ready for every evening. 

… The golf links are almost ready now and I am go-
ing to play.  I borrowed somebody else's clubs the 
other day and took my 1st lesson and it was lots of 
fun.   

August 15 

Yesterday Grandpa and I went to Berlin by train to 
sketch.  We did a lovely view of the Percy Peaks 
and Peaked Hills in watercolor.  We went on the 10 
o'clock train, took our luncheon, and didn't get back 
until five because we took a walk along the Pinkham 
road to sketch some trees. 

It is a perfect day, a splendid one for a long walk, 
but there is no expedition on foot that I know of.  I 
would like to do a little more climbing than I do.  

… Friday morning Grandpa and I went up to the 
ledge, and we played golf in the afternoon.  We are 
going to play golf as soon as I finish this letter.   

Aug. 18, 1899 

… I am pretty tired this morning because I didn't get 
to bed until twelve o'clock.  They had the entertain-
ment at the town hall.  A very funny play called the 
"Cool Collegian" was given first.  Then came a Vir-
ginia reel to which everybody was invited and then 
was a dance that we had to pay extra for.  .25 for 
play, .25 for dance.  Theodora and I went to both. 

Florence Peek (r) and Theodora 
Beckwith on the porch of the 
Ravine House.  



 I never went to such a funny dance.  There 
were all sorts of people there, the swell people from 
the other hotels waltzing gracefully around and the 
country folks bouncing around among them and 
bumping into them at the rate of fifteen times a min-
ute.  They had a very good house full, and we all 
had a fine time.  Theodora and I both wore our white 
dresses but I think they were a little bit too dressy.  
It is the first time I have worn it. 

 Mr. Cook is going to take Theodora and me 
to the "Ice Gulch" next week.  Mr. Gourgas, Miss 
Osgood and I went up to the "Perch" a perfectly 
lovely camp a few days ago.  We had a fine walk.  It 
is about six miles there via the new Randolf path.  
We expect to go up there and spend the night some 
time.  I am in a great hurry too.  Mrs. Beckwith is 
thinking of getting up a party to go up Washington, 
spend the night there and then come home over the 
peaks the next day.  Wouldn't that be great? 

Sept. 10, 1899 

… I, with a party of seven others climbed to the 
summit of Mount Crescent yesterday, which is right 
behind the house.  It is not a very high mountain so 
we didn't get tired and we didn't have to hurry to get 
home on time so that it was a very enjoyable trip.  
The woods were perfectly lovely and there were 
ferns as thick as they could 
grow on top.  I wish that I could 
manage to take some home to 
you. 

There are a great many stories 
about bears, floating around 
here.  They are known to be in 
the woods as people have seen 
their trails and in past years the 
bears themselves have been 
seen.  I don't think there is any 
danger though, on the paths.  
Porcupines are also rather 
common on the mountains.  So 
are deer and lynxes but I have-
n't had the good fortune to see 
anything but a dead porcupine 
and a deer track.   
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Florence Peek, as the Prince in The Good 
Fairy, probably performed in 1913 at the 
celebration held by the Eldredge Bloods.  

A play, or perhaps a charade, at the Ravine House.  

Photos courtesy of 
Ginny Folsom Umiker  
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Randolph Remembers 

Thomas S. Sappington, Sr., MD 

Thomas Stone Sappington Sr., MD, 96 of 
Randolph, NH passed away on Friday eve-
ning Feb. 1, 2013 at his home. He was born 
in Washington, D.C. on July 19, 1916 the 
son of Ernest F. and Myrtle H. (Stone) Sap-
pington and practiced in the Washington, 
D.C. area for many years. During the Korean 
War Dr. Sappington went to Korea to inspect 
MASH units. He taught at George Washing-
ton Medical School and also had a private 
practice in Georgetown, Washington, D.C. 
He was the first doctor to administer penicil-
lin in this country as an intravenous shot at 
Yale University, where he did his graduate 
work. A documentary was done on this and 
a plaque was placed at the Smithsonian In-
stitute recording it. He was raised in the 
Episcopal Faith and had attended All Saints 
Episcopal Church in Chevy Chase, MD. Dr. 
Sappington retired to Randolph, NH in 1984 
and then became a member of the Gorham 
Rotary Club (now the Berlin-Gorham Rotary 
Club). He served for several years in the 
1980’s on the Governor’s Council for Aging, 
as well as for Meals on Wheels in Berlin. He 
had attended and supported the Gorham 
Congregational Church, UCC for many 
years. 

Members of the family include his two sons 
John F. Sappington and his wife Mary Karr 
of St. Louis, Missouri and Tim Sappington 
and his wife Martha Brock Sappington of 
Randolph, NH; a granddaughter Anne Karr 
Sappington of St. Louis, Missouri. Dr. Sap-
pington was predeceased by his wife 
Gretchen (Geiser) Sappington on Dec. 17, 
1996. 

Funeral services were held on Feb. 7, 2013 
at the Gorham Congregational Church, 
UCC, Gorham, NH. Interment will be in the 
spring in the Randolph Cemetery. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Gorham 
Congregational Church. 

Printed with permission of Bryant Funeral Home 

Dan Stuart Tucker 

RANDOLPH — Dan Stuart 
Tucker, the only child of Henry L. 
and Margaret (Ney) Tucker, was 
born on Feb. 23, 1930, in Au-
gusta, Ga. He died very peace-
fully on March 8, 2013, at The 
Morrison nursing home in White-
field.  

Dan grew up in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and graduated in 1945 as a ninth-
grade student at the Hawken 
School in Lyndhurst, in 1948 from 
Phillips Academy in Andover, 
Mass., and in 1952 cum laude 
from Harvard College as a Hollo-
way Plan student who upon 
graduation was commissioned a 
LTJG in the U. S. Navy, Civil Engineer Corps. After three 
years on active duty, Dan earned an M.B.A. in 1957 as a fi-
nance major at the Harvard Business School. Dan later 
earned an Ed.M. at Boston University in 1993 and greatly en-
joyed teaching English as a Second Language part-time at 
Bunker Hill Community College in Charlestown, Mass. 

After a business career in New York City and Boston, Dan re-
tired in 1994 and moved from Wellesley, Mass., to Randolph.  

Dan loved the North Country and its people, as well as the 
fields, view of the mountains, and ever-changing Moose River 
in Randolph Valley, plus all the McMillan-Cutter family cousins 
who come in the summers.  

He is survived by his wife of 54 years, Edith McMillan Tucker, 
and three daughters: Susan McMillan Tucker and his son-in-
law Leslie Charles Moye, both of Somerville, Mass.; Sarah 
Sheafe Tucker and his son-in-law Donald Edward Murphy Jr., 
both of Bethel, Me.; and Margaret Stuart Tucker of Stow, 
Mass., and a granddaughter, Lauren Endicott Moye of Ando-
ver, Mass. Their son Andrew died in an accident on May 26, 
1995, in Alaska.  

In recent years, Tucker served on the board of the Weeks 
State Park Association in Lancaster and on the Randolph 
Planning Board. A memorial service will be held this summer 
at a date to be determined. Those who would like to can make 
a donation to the Andrew Stuart Tucker Trail Easement 
Fund of the Randolph Mountain Club, P.O. Box 279, Gor-
ham, NH 03581. 

Written by Edith Tucker 
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Elizabeth "Betty" Hitchcock Harris 

Gregory Lauppe 

Elizabeth "Betty" Hitch-
cock Harris Gregory 
Lauppe, 94, passed away 
on January 9, 2013 at 
Harvest Hill in Lebanon, 
NH. She was the young-
est child of William and 
Sara (Wilford) Hitchcock, 
born on March 24, 1918 
in Branford, CT. 

She attended Pine Manor 
Junior College. She lived 
in Aldie, Virginia; Bran-

ford, Connecticut; and Norwich, Vermont and was a 
part-time resident of Randolph, New Hampshire. 
She moved from to Harvest Hill in 2010. Elizabeth 
was the last of her generation (siblings and cousins) 
to survive. She was predeceased by her husbands: 
Floyd (Sandy) Harris, H. Theodore Gregory, and 
Carl Lauppe. 

Her survivors include son Ted Gregory and wife, 
Kate; daughter Ann G Batrow; son Sandy Harris 
and wife, Beth Krusi; daughter Diana Clark and hus-
band, Jim; and son Mark Gregory and wife, Patricia; 
her grandchildren Adriana Gregory, David Batrow, 
Amy Ziething, Nicole Clark, Ian Clark, Elizabeth C 
Brackett, Martin Gregory and Michael Gregory, and 
6 great-grandchildren. Later in life "Aunt Betty" con-
sidered herself to be a mother figure to her many 
nieces and nephews, a role she thoroughly enjoyed. 

In her younger years, her passion was centered on 
horses. Starting in her mid-life she focused on writ-
ing and published nine books/pamphlets, mostly 
about her family. The most important part of her life 
was her immediate and extended family. 

A Celebration of her Life was held January 21, at 
the Norwich Congregational Church.  A graveside 
service will be held at a later date in Branford, CT. 

Memorial donations may be made to The Randolph 
Foundation, P.O. Box 283, Gorham, NH 03581; or 
the Norwich Public Library, 368 Main St, Norwich, 
VT 05055. 

A special thank you to the staff at the Hughes Cen-
ter at Harvest Hill for the love and care they gave to 
Betty. 

Arrangements were under the direction of the Rand-
Wilson Funeral Home of Hanover, NH. 

Rodney A. Hayes 

Rodney Hayes, a quiet and 
well respected man of 64 
years, went to sleep in the 
Lord, Feb. 18, 2013. 

Although he will be sadly 
missed, his life was one to 
be celebrated. While Debbie, 
his loving wife of 32 years, 
and his "canine kids" (or be-
loved dogs) formed his im-
mediate family, he left be-
hind a myriad of much loved 
family and friends. 

The small community of 
Shelburne, NH has lost a 
dear friend, a man with an unassuming manner, an un-
deniable wit and charm that was on display to all who 
are thankful to have known him. Rodney was a dedi-
cated and active member of the Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church as well. 

Rodney was secretary to the selectmen of the Town of 
Randolph and assistant librarian at the Randolph Town 
Library for approximately six years. 

A "Celebration of Rodney's Life"  took place on Saturday, 
March 2 at the Seventh-Day Adventist Church in Berlin. 

Donations to the family or to Charcot-Marie-Tooth Asso-
ciation (CMTA) may be made to: Debbie Hayes, 1172 
State Rt. 2, Shelburne, NH 03581. 

Provided by Debbie Hayes 

D. Aube photo 
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To: 

The Feeding of the Birds and the Bears 

New Hampshire Fish and Game reminds us to finish bird feed-
ing activities by April 1 each year and not begin feeding the 
birds again prior to December 1 or the onset of prolonged win-
ter weather (the birds will do just fine says NHFG). 

“Remember to change the behavior of bears, we must first 

change our own. Don't wait until you have a problem to do 

something about it. It is our responsibility if we choose to live 

in bear country, to learn how to live with bears. “ says Kevin 

Sanders, nationally known naturalist, guide and author of sev-

eral books and articles relating to bear behavior. 

First Bear of the Season 
Photo by Karen Eitel   
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